
HISPANIC AMERICAN CULTURAL COUNCIL

Monthly Meeting

Minutes

January 23, 2011

Presents: 26 Members attended the meeting: Maria Aguilar, Luis Aguilar, Lucy Bermudez, Hector Bermudez, Annie Pacyna, Ana Maranzano, Irving Michael Rios, Gloria Iglesias, John Kelleher, Cynthia Kelleher, John North, Sabrina North, Gina Chardiet, Laura Recoder, Luis Recoder, Natalia Herrera, Vicky Herrera, Cindy Vidal, Rosa Carranza, Carlos Carranza, Luis Gandolfo, Gledis Salas, Moises Salas, Rosa Kavanagh, Fabiola Esquibies, Americo Esquibies.

The 2010 President Ana Maranzano welcomed the attendees and started the meeting at 3:10 pm. The previous minutes were read and they were approved unanimously.

Mail: There was no mail.

Report of the Committees:

Treasury: Hector Bermudez presented the report of December, 2010. The balance of the Checking Account  plus the Money Market account was $11,728.93. Checks withdrawn from the checking account: $126.50 to Annie Pacyna and $20 to Lucy Bermudez (stamps). Hector will coordinate the transfer to the new elected Treasurer.

Publications: Dr. Enriquez could not attend and there was no report. It was mentioned that the photos of Christmas are already on the Web page.

Arts: Americo Esquibies mentioned that the arrangements are beginning for the celebration of 100 years of the discovery of Machu Picchu between June and July, 2011. We have contacted the Director of Peabody Museum of Yale University and the first meeting of planning will be February 2. It will be necessary to negotiate the roll and participation of the Council. Americo announced that Dr. Francisco Sylvester has proposed an activity for March. The Group Height of Andean music, formed by a Chilean musician and the Canadian one and that they teach in Trinity College, are going to have a presentation, also with a Tenor from the Washington area in Capitol Community College on Tuesday, the 8th of March.  They asked for help for with the advertising of this activity. We could use the experience with Tierra Mestiza as an example and help with a reception soliciting donations to support the Tenor. Americo proposed the motion to support this activity, Lucy seconded the motion, we voted and it was approved.

Education: There was no report. Luis Recoder is conversing with the new Administration of CCSU regarding the support for scholarships, but there is no commitment yet. Luis mentioned that Sam's offers grants of $1000 and $5000.  Dr. Enriquez sent him the applications. BJ, Walmart, Cosco also offer grants. It is necessary to comply with their respective specifications. We need to demonstrate that we are a 501 C organization. Natalia Herrera  mentioned that “.com” is for companies and “.org” is for non-profit organizations.  If we do not change the .com this can disqualify us for the grants.  Luis mentioned that we applied in the past and we were rejected because we lack a physical infrastructure. Americo suggested to apply for these grants first and to gain experience with them since they are not as complicated. Michael Rios said that his company offers internships of 3 or 6 months for students who are in College and that their wages are based on the number of credit hours completed. It will serve as an incentive for the Scholarship winners to report back to the Council how they careers are progressing.

Membership: Lucy informed us that only 33 members of the 68 registered members have paid their membership dues. Some of them have not paid for 2 to 3 years, and also that some of them were very active members.

Social: Maria called The Gallery to schedule them as the site for the March party, but all the dates are taken up to April 16.

Old Business: Cynthia Kelleher reminded us that the fundraising breakfast - in Apleebeés will be held on the First of May, 2011.

New Business: The president Ana Maranzano did an inventory of the activities performed by the Council during the year 2010.  They included:

January: Elections for the Directory of 2010.

 
February: The calendar of activities is prepared for 2010.

 March: The letters were sent asking for donations for the Scholarships applicants.

April: Evaluation of the applications for the Scholarships; presentation of the movie of Ballroom Dance.

May: Delivery of awards of Art to students of New Britain in the Museum of American Art of New Britain.

June: Delivery of Scholarships in CCSU; Celebration of the Father's day and of the Mother.

July: Activity pro-funds for the final of the World Championship of Football Soccer.

August: Publication of the interview to the Council in New Britain Herald; Paella of welcome for the new members; Tour guided by Alicia Cuervo at Wardworth Ateneum.

September: We were sponsors of the presentation and reception of Half-caste Earth in the Cultural Center Charter Oak.

October: Holiday of celebration of 30 anniversary of the Council in The Gallery.

November: Organization of 4to Show of Talents.

December: Organization of the Holiday of Christmas of the Council and donations for needy children.

Americo Esquibies proposed a round of applause for Ana Maranzano in recognition for her excellent work as the 2010 president of the HACC.

Nominations: Annie Pacyna announced the nominations and winners for the Directory of the Council for the year 2011 (see attached sheet). Then we proceeded to the voting to choose the Trustees. The Trustees elected were Luis Recoder and Hector Bermudez.

The meeting ended at 4:05 pm. Our next meeting will be held on Sunday, the 20th of February of 2011 at 2 a.m. pm.

Fabiola Balarezo-Esquibies 

Secretary

