Hispanic American Cultural Council 

June Meeting Minutes

Location: 
1137 Main Street, East Hartford, CT

Date:

June 26, 2016

Time:

2:00 pm
Attendees:
Fabiola Balarezo, Americo Esquibies, Carlos Balarezo, Alfonso Enriquez, Rosa Enriquez, Nancy Carranza, Elvis Carranza, Alicia Cuervo, Marleny Mesta, Sofia Esquibies

President Armando Zarazu is not present due to a scheduling conflict.

Secretary Sofia Esquibies opens the meeting session at 2:29 pm.

The meeting begins with Americo Esquibies reading the May meeting minutes. After reading the minutes, Americo Esquibies asks for the approval of the May meeting minutes and these are unanimously approved.

Americo Esquibies starts a round table asking for the reports of the various committees elected by the HACC and the suggestions of futures activities these committees are planning for the year.
Treasurer’s report: Marleny Mesta 

A balance sheet packet was given to all of the attending members.
Marleny brings to attention that the state has taken the 6000 dollars from the Wells Fargo account because of inactivity. She predicts it will take 3-6 months to fully recover the money. Alfonso Enriquez explains that because of an ignorance of reminders and inactivity, the money was taken by the state. Felix Muñoz and Marleny Mesta had no access to the Wells Fargo account, so Alfonso Enriquez contacted the state to request how to recover the money. The account from Bank of America was completely closed because it was originally opened through a personal profile and inaccessible to anybody. A business account was opened in the name of the organization as a solution. The next treasurer and president will have access to the new business account in the future. An issue with paying a bill through the Friendship Balls is presented. The state is not compatible with the reimbursement plan the organization partakes in. Marleny suggests charging more for more profit through the scholarships. Alfonso and others recommend eliminating the sit down dinner to save money. Americo mentions that CCSU reimburses the organization through a donation and paying some of the bill for the food. Marleny has not received anything and needs to contact Izzi for further information. Because the organization is losing money, Marleny suggests the members should match the amount paid with taxes for an event rather than paying less without the tax (i.e. Parents’ Day). There is a list of members that still owe the organization money for 2016. Attending members believe the paella should be the only free event for members.

Arts Committee report: Alicia Cuervo and Americo Esquibies, members of the Arts Committee, presented activity ideas. Alicia Cuervo explains that the Elizabeth Park museum is a possibility to have a tour and meal. The venue is available on the weekends. Alicia asks the attending members if July 2nd is a possibility for the event. To confirm availability, Alicia will contact Elizabeth Park and let Americo know if the venue is open during the holiday weekend. Americo reviews the art prize awarding at the museum in May and concludes that it was a success. Alfonso believes the new museum director will allow more use of the museum for the organization, perhaps for meetings and other events. Alfonso and Americo finish by mentioning that they should have conversed with the museum director and Wells Fargo representative more.

Education Committee report: Izzi Calione is unavailable due to a conflict. A report from Izzi was sent by Isabel Calione to be presented. Izzi has paid for three months of the PO box, but the box will close again if not paid for by July 1. Attending members Alfonso Enriquez and Marleny Mesta explain the scholarship presentations and consider it a success. Mr. Recorder invites members to meetings and lectures at CCSU.

Membership Committee report: An email reminder to pay dues was sent to all who owe. Invoices were also sent to all homes. Annie Pascina sent Fabiola Balarezo a list of those who did or didn’t pay in 2015, but she believes the list is inaccurate and most likely invalid. Fabiola will contact the nominees of Latino de Oro and invite them to join the organization. Paella plans are discussed among the attending members.

A request for the party to be hosted at Esquibies home is unanimously approved.

Possible dates include July 31, August 7, or August 14, depending on the paella makers’ availability. Alfonso Enriquez will contact the Muñoz family about the paella availability and let Fabiola know what they say. Also possible for Señora Lima to make paella if the Muñoz family is unavailable. Muñoz will be paid for his work this year, thought it is still unsure of how much or how.

Publications Committee report: Nothing new to report

Social Committee report: Americo Esquibies presented a message from Isabel Calione.

Isabel received checks of paid dues and donations. Isabel Calione requests money from treasurer Marleny Mesta for the DJ and invitations fees for the Friendship Ball.

Another discussion point was the possibility of moving the post office location. The current open hours are difficult to follow and an idea of finding a post office open 24 hours a day is mentioned among the attending members. 

New Business report: Attending members were thinking about charging for the paella and noted that the membership few is too low. Nancy Carranza suggests either raising the membership price, gaining more donations at these events, or to have collaborations rather than having the organization lose money.

This topic will be discussed more when Marleny Mesta and Armando Zarazu are present.

The Meeting was adjourned by Secretary Sofia Esquibies at 3:40 pm.
