Hispanic American Cultural Council 
May Meeting Minutes

Location: 
1137 Main Street, East Hartford, CT

Date:

May 15, 2016

Time:

2:00 pm
Attendees:
Americo Esquibies, Carlos Balarezo, Fabiola Balarezo, Marleny Mesta, Rosa Enriquez, Alfonso Enriquez, Nancy Carranza, Sofia Esquibies
President Armando Zarazu is not present due to a scheduling conflict.

Secretary Sofia Esquibies opens the meeting session at 2:32 pm.
The meeting begins with Americo Esquibies reading the April meeting minutes. After reading the minutes, Americo Esquibies asks for the approval of the April meeting minutes and these are unanimously approved.
Americo Esquibies starts a round table asking for the reports of the various committees elected by the HACC and the suggestions of futures activities these committees are planning for the year.
Committees’ Reports:
Treasurer’s report: Marleny Mesta hands out HACC balance sheet, profit & loss, and A/R aging summary as of May 13 to all of the present members. Also, reminders for people who have not paid membership for 2016 are given to Fabiola Balarezo. Marleny informs the group that a total of $2000 is owed. In addition to a physical reminder, and email will be sent as well to all who owe the fee. It is announced that some addresses are unidentified. Alfonso Enriquez suggests charging those who haven’t paid their due for the Paella Party as a way to collect the money. It is apparent who has not paid for 2016, but we cannot be sure of who still owes from 2015 and even 2014. Marleny will contact former treasurer Annie Pascina for any proof of non-payments in prior years.
Despite her initial doubt, Marleny proposes to keep the Wells Fargo account investment in hopes to recover some of the money (approx. $3000) lost earlier this year.
Arts Committee report: Americo Esquibies goes over the choosing of the winners at the art museum that occurred on April 28. He then reminds the attending members that the awards are presented on May 19. He explains that he is attempting to communicate with Linda and others to receive the invitations to send out to the other members about the event. Americo requests 400 dollars for the awards from the treasurer, Marleny Mesta. A check written to the president of the Arts Committee, Americo Esquibies, is created for 400 dollars.
Education Committee report: Izzi Calione’s report is read by Americo Esquibies. It is explained that the PO box was inactive and paid late. Because of the inactive PO box, applications were being returned back to the senders and students contacted Izzi about the issue. A check of 71 dollars will be written to Izzi Calione to reimburse her for the PO box. Izzi will be contacting businessmen for donations for the scholarships. The award ceremony will be taking place on June 3. Marleny Mesta and other members attending have approved of four awards and maybe five if more money becomes present. A reminder will be sent to inform members of donations to attempt to provide five scholarships. Four scholarships are ready and paid for, but the fifth is in the hands of the other members. Americo Esquibies and Marleny Mesta, both members of the Education committee, approved this decision. 

Membership Committee report: Fabiola Balarezo receives payment from two members for their overdue membership. It is agreed that the Paella Party will be free for active members only. Fabiola gives treasurer, Marleny, 100 dollar donation from United Technologies Matching Gift Program as well as Wells Fargo investment bills and bank statement. It is noticed that 6000 dollars from Wells Fargo account seem to have been cash transferred from the account in March. Marleny Mesta and Alfonso Enriquez agree to go to the bank to ask and discuss what has happened.
Publications Committee report: Dr. Enriquez discusses the slideshow created for the party on the website. Flyers for events are discussed among the members. An offer for the committees is presented; if you need publication help for an event, raise awareness to Alfonso Enriquez with specifics, and he will assist. Also, Dr. Enriquez would appreciate more photographers at events.
Social Committee report: Isabel Calione’s report is read by Americo Esquibies.
The October Friendship Ball will now take place on September 17 at the Aquaturf in the Glassroom. The price for an invitation will remain the same. The change of date is due to unavailability of the venue. A check of 1000 dollars is needed to reserve the space, and must be sent in the next week. Parents’ day will take place May 22 at Goodwin College with music from DJ Musik and food from Piolyn. Isabel states that requests for poem readings are still open until next week. The sponsers are read and sent to Alfonso Enriquez to complete slideshow from Christmas the year before. Americo Esquibies raises concern about the entertainment for the day. It is agreed to remain with poem readings.
Another discussion point was the price of the HACC Friendship balls. Marleny Mesta suggests raising the prices of the tickets A point was made that raising the price will turn guests away. Another point was made that the majority of the money was made from the raffles rather than the entrance fee.
Old Business Committee report: Alfonso Enriquez brings up issues with the bylaws. The new bylaws were never registered to the state or the IRS. Dr. Enriquez requests a new Temporal committee to be created, consisting one member from each of the committees. The Temporal committee’s role would be to review the bylaws and constitution and pick a date to review them. Marleny Mesta mentions a concern with getting approval from the IRS, not so much the state. Alfonso Enriquez asks Marleny Mesta to be part of the new committee. Marleny agrees to this request. It is announced that both bylaws, old and new, are needed to review changes in them. Americo Esquibies suggests sending new bylaws to Marleny to review before presenting to the IRS. Alfonso Enriquez requests approval for the committee, and a new Temporal committee is unanimously approved by the attending members. President Armando Zarazu still needs to create this new committee so that he can delegate the leadership of the committee to Vice President Mike Rios.
New Business Committee report: Alfonso Enriquez requests finding more members to Fabiola Balarezo, specifically those from the Latino de Oro event. Dr. Enriquez wants to invite them to become members of the HACC.
The Meeting was adjourned by Secretary Sofia Esquibies at 3:43 pm.
