
Hispanic American Cultural Council 
March Meeting Minutes

Location: 
1137 Main Street, East Hartford, CT

Date:

March 16th, 2014
Time:

2:00 pm
Attendees:
Americo Esquibies, Carlos A. Balarezo, Delia Zorrilla, Alicia Cuervo, Luz Munoz, Felix Munoz, Isabel Calione, Armando Zarazu
President Americo Esquibies opens the meeting session at 2:31 pm. 
The President read the minutes of the last HACC meeting held on February and after the reading he asked for approval. The minutes were approved unanimously.
The President asked the secretary to read the mail that came to the Council PO Box and to hand in the information to be processed accordingly. 
Treasurer Mr. Felix Munoz read his report and explains its content of the documentation he handed to the members.  He suggested if Delia Zorrilla could research to see if we could get a better yield on the monies the Council had available.  She agreed to keep on researching on ways to get better income from these funds. Alicia Cuervo asked if new members had to pay membership since their incorporation to the Council or for the whole year (Jan to Dec).  The general rule for new members is to pay from Jan to Dec. It was also agreed that the Treasurer will pay the PO Box dues for the whole year. 
The President Esquibies starts a round table asking for the reports of the various committees elected by the HACC and the suggestions of futures activities these committees are planning for the year.

Arts Committee report: Alicia Cuervo indicated that April 3th from 5 to 8 there is an event in the Wadsworth Athenaeum Museum with a cost of USD 5.00. The Visit to the State Capitol either March 21st or March 28th. The cost is USD 6.00 and there will need to be a confirmation this event will take place. It was also mentioned the presentation of Isabel Calione on April 19th at Hartford Public Library between 2:00 and 5:00 pm, where she is going to present and read poetry of her creation in this event.  There is going to be an invitation that will be circulated between the HACC members for this event. 
Education Committee report: Mrs. Luz Munoz met with Mrs. Laura Recoder.  They discussed about the information that was left by previous committees with respect to sending invitations to the various High Schools for the scholarship applications. We discussed that we may need to send the information online.  Laura also indicated that a package with information that included a list of 20 High Schools was left to Mrs. Rosa Carranza for future usage.  In the meeting it was discussed to put the deadline for the presentation of the scholarship documentation as of May 9th and that the qualification process would take approximately 15 days.  The projected deadline for the qualification review would be May 23rd.  After the final qualification is completed, Thank You letters will be sent to the participants and the final winner communication will be generated for the winners of the scholarships.   The scholarship award ceremony could be held on June 15th, but there is a proposal for the ceremony to be scheduled between the 21st and 28th of June, basically to have sufficient time have to make a good review of the candidates.  The ceremony location is planned to be on CCSU, but if not there was a proposition for the ceremony to be held at another venue (e.g. Rocky Hill church).  It is also planned to have a keynote speaker for the ceremony but it was not decided to have one or two speakers.  The general rule was to have 2 speakers and an invitation will be generated for these individuals. Another point brought up during the discussion was the possibility to create an office with phone and PO Box in Hartford, basically to benefit from the education grants that are offered by the city of Hartford.  Mr. Felix Munoz offered a phone and an office for the Council in Hartford and a final decision about this proposal will be reached in further discussions.
Membership Committee report and Nomination Committee: It was agreed to send a reminder or the election of Member of the Year. 
Publications Committee report: There were discussion points on this committee.
Social Committee: It was agreed to send a reminder of the Party to be held honoring Ecuador on April.  The party invitation cards were mailed to the members.  The committee agreed to have a Price readjustment of US$5.00 to the non-members basically to cover some of the costs of the Party. It was also discussed on who was going to be able to take the flags and poles for the ceremony and Mr. Armando Zarazu kindly volunteered to use his transportation to provide the necessary transportation.  

Another point that was discussed was the date for the celebration of Father’s Day.  It was agreed that this celebration was going to take place in on June 1st at Marcopolo restaurant, but the committee will try to find a new location if possible.  The cost of the ticket for this event will be US$20.00.  

Another discussion point was the possibility to have a fund raising event at California Pizza Kitchen with the consumption donation of 20% of the total check to HACC.  This could be done every month if Estefani coordinates with the restaurant management.  For now it was agreed that this could be done on a Saturday or Sunday and for April the possible date was going to the on the 26th.  For May it was agreed that the preliminary date was going to be on the 24th.  But all of this will be confirmed by Isabel to the President of the HACC as soon as everything is organized. 

Finally Mr. Felix Munoz indicated that there is an event for April 12th that will involve a tip to NYC to watch a baseball game between the NY Yankees and the Boston Red Socks.  The package will have a cost of US$75.00 dollars for the whole day and it will include transportation to NYC and a ticket to the game.  The HACC will be donated US$10.00 per person that indicates that come on behave of the HACC.  This will be passed as a flyer to the HACC members for their knowledge.    
The discussion on the possibility of changing the date for the second party in October due to the fact that there is no availability for the October 4th date will be further discussed until reaching a final decision in future meetings.
New Business Committee:  there are no new businesses to be discussed.

The Meeting was adjourned by President Americo Esquibies at 4:16 pm.
